
EASTERN ASIA:    Moderate to heavy showers (40-100 mm) fell across the eastern North China Plain, providing
drought relief to filling summer crops and increasing soil moisture for upcoming winter wheat planting.  The
showers were associated with the passage of Typhoon Prapiroon in the nearby Yellow Sea.  The heaviest amounts
(200-300 mm) fell in northern Jiangsu, causing some local flooding and slowing early harvesting.  Lighter amounts
(less than 15 mm) fell farther west in Henan and southern Hebei.  In Manchuria, light to moderate rain (5-25 mm)
provided some relief to stressed filling summer crops.  In southern China, Tropical Storm Maria made landfall near
Hong Kong on August 31, with sustained winds of 55 knots (63 mph).  The storm and its remnants produced
moderate to heavy showers (50-150 mm) from southern Guangdong northwestward into Hunan.  Elsewhere in the
southern half of China, mostly dry weather (less than 15 mm) favored early single-crop rice harvesting. 
Temperatures averaged 2 to 4 degrees C above average in Manchuria and 1 to 2 degrees C elsewhere in China.  On
August 31, Typhoon Prapiroon hit southwestern North Korea, with sustained winds of 70 knots (81 mph).  The
storm produced heavy showers (50-100 mm) across southern North Korea.  In South Korea, lighter amounts (less
than 40 mm) did not adversely impact maturing rice.  In Japan, light to moderate showers (10-40 mm) maintained
moisture supplies for filling rice.  In northern Japan, heavier rain (100-150 mm) caused flooding and slowed rice
maturation and early harvesting


